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tad been expelled from the University of Cambridge^
went to London, and enrolled himself as a player in
Shakspeare's company, in which he usually performed
the part of the Clown." Hugh Peter (for that was
liis name, not Peters, as he was vulgarly called by his
contemporaries,) was born at Fowey or Foye in Corn-
wall in 1599, and was entered of Trinity College, in
Cambridge, in the year 1613. In 1617 he took the
degree of Bachelor of Arts, and that of Master of
Arts in 1622. On the 23d of December 1621, as I
find from the Registry of the Bishop of London, he
was ordained a deacon, by Dr. Mountaine then bishop
of that see ; and on June 8, 1623, he was ordained a
priest. During his residence at Trinity College, he
behaved so improperly, that he was once publickly
whipped for his insolence and contumacy7; but I do
not find that he was expelled. It is, however, not
improbable that he was rusticated for a time, for some
misconduct; and perhaps in that interval, instead of
retiring to his parent's house in Cornwall, his restless
spirit carried him to London, and induced him to
tread the stage. If this was the case, it probably
happened about the time of our author's death, when
Hugh Peter was about eighteen years old.

Langbaine was undoubtedly mistaken in supposing
that Edward Alleyn was " an ornament to Black-
friars." Wright, who was much better acquainted
with the ancient stage, says, " he never heard that
Alleyn acted there:" and the list in the first folio
edition of our author's plays proves decisively that he
was not of his company; for so celebrated a performer
could not have been overlooked, when that list was
forming. So early as in 1593, we find " Ned Alleyn's
company mentioned8." Alleyn was sole proprietor
and manager of the Fortune theatre, in which he per-
formed from 1599, (and perhaps before) till 1616,

7  Warton's Milton, p. 432.

8  P. 197, n. 2.